
PETITION TO THE PROSECUTOR TO ACCEPT
DEFENDANT ANTHONY SOWELL'S GUILTY
PLEA WITH A SENTENCE OF LIFE IMPRISONMENT
WITHOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF PAROLE

We, the family members of the victims of the Imperial Avenue Murders, hereby
petition to the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's office to accept the guilty pleas of
Anthony Sowell with a sentence of life imprisonment without the possibility of
parole.

We do not want to endure a trial. We do not want to be witnesses to a media
spectacle where our loved ones' lives and the details of the horrendous criminal acts
inflicted upon them are spotlighted. We do not believe a costly and lengthy trial,
with millions of dollars spent on multiple appeals, would deliver any degree of
comfort or closure. We are aware that likely appeals could make this case drag on
for years or even decades to come. The death penalty for Anthony Sowell is not
necessary, or even desirable, in comparison to the grief we families will continue to
suffer under the realities and uncertainties of the criminal justice system.

We feel that our voices have not been heard as victims' families. A prolonged trial
and re-enactment of Sowell's demented actions will create great distress on the
families of the victims. Also, some closure and a measure of justice would be
achieved by physically being present and witnessing Anthony Sowell stand before
the Court and community and acknowledge his guilt to all these murders, as well as
to the victimization of others who survived.

We, therefore, request that Prosecutor Bill Mason reconsider his stance rejecting
Anthony Sowell's plea offer in this case and respect our wishes as victims.
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